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(3) Members of this target population shall meet all of the following criteria:

(A) The person has a mental disorder as identified in the most recent edition of the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, other than a primary
substance use disorder or developmental disorder or acquired traumatic brain injury
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 4354 unless that person also has a serious
mental disorder as defined in paragraph (2).

(B) (i) As a result of the mental disorder the person has substantial functional
impairments or symptoms, or a psychiatric history demonstrating that
without treatment there is an imminent risk of decompensation to having
substantial impairments or symptoms.

(i) For the purposes of this part, "functional impairment” means being
substantially impaired as the result of a mental disorder in independent
living, social relationships, vocational skills, or physical condition.

© As a result of a mental functional impairment and circumstances the person is likely
to be eligible for public assistance, services, or entitlements.

(4) For the purpose of organizing outreach and treatment options, to the extent resources are
available, this target population includes, but is not limited to, persons who are any of the
following:

(A) Homeless persons who are mentally ill.

(B) Persons evaluated by appropriately licensed persons as requiring care in acute
treatment facilities including state hospitals, acute inpatient facilities, institutes for
mental disease, and crisis residential programs.

© Persons arrested or convicted of crimes.

(D) Persons who require acute treatment as a result of a first episode of mental illness
with psychotic features.

(c) Adults or older adults who require or are at risk of requiring acute psychiatric inpatient care,

residential treatment, or outpatient crisis intervention because of a mental disorder with symptoms
of psychosis, suicidality, or violence.

(d) Persons who need brief treatment as a result of a natural disaster or severe local emergency.
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10950. Opportunity for hearing; priorities; recipient defined

If any applicant for or recipient of public social services is dissatisfied with any action of the county
department relating to his application for or receipt of public social services, if his application is not
acted upon with reasonable promptness, or if any person who desires to apply for public social services
is refused the opportunity to submit a signed application therefor, and is dissatisfied with such refusal,
he shall, in person or through an authorized representative, without the necessity of filing a claim with
the board of supervisors, upon filing a request with the State Department of Social Services or the State
Department of Health Services, whichever department administers the public social service, be
accorded an opportunity for a fair hearing.

Priority in setting and deciding cases shall be given in those cases in which aid is not being provided
pending the outcome of the hearing. This priority shall not be construed to permit or excuse the failure
to render decisions within the time allowed under federal and state law.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, there is no right to a state hearing when either (1)
state or federal law requires automatic grant adjustment for classes of recipients unless the reason for an
individual request is incorrect grant computation, or (2) the sole issue is a federal or state law requiring
an automatic change in services or medical assistance which adversely affects some or all recipients.

For the purposes of administering health care services and medical assistance, the State Director of
Health Services shall have those powers and duties conferred on the Director of Social Services by this
chapter to conduct fair hearings in order to secure approval of a state plan under the provisions of
applicable federal law.

The State Director of Health Services may contract with the State Department of Social Services for the
provisions of fair hearings in accordance with this chapter.

As used in this chapter, "recipient™ means an applicant for or recipient of public social services except
aid exclusively financed by county funds or aid under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 12000) of
Part 3 of this division, or those activities conducted under Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 18350)
of Part 6.

10951. Request; time

No person shall be entitled to a hearing pursuant to this chapter unless he files his request for the same
within 90 days after the order or action complained of.
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10952. Setting; notice

The department shall set the hearing to commence within 30 working days after the request is filed,
and, at least 10 days prior to the hearing, shall give all parties concerned written notice of the time and
place of the hearing.

10952.5.  Position statement; availability

If regulations require a public or private agency to write a position statement concerning the issues in
guestion in a fair hearing, or if the public or private agency chooses to develop such a statement, not
less than two working days prior to the date of a hearing provided for pursuant to this chapter, the
public or private agency shall make available to the applicant for, or recipient of, public social services
requesting a fair hearing, a copy of the public or private agency's position statement on the forthcoming
hearing. The public or private agency shall make the copy available to the applicant or recipient at the
county welfare department. A public or private agency shall be required to comply with the provisions
of this section only if the public or private agency has received a 10-day prior notice of the date and
time of the scheduled hearing.

If the public or private agency does not make the position statement available not less than two working
days prior to the hearing or if the public or private agency decides to modify the position statement, the
hearing shall be postponed upon the request of the applicant or recipient, provided an applicant or
recipient agrees to waive the right to obtain a decision on the hearing within the deadline that would
otherwise be applicable under regulations. A postponement for reason of the public or private agency
not making the position statement available within not less than two working days shall be deemed a
postponement for good cause for purposes of determining eligibility to any applicable benefits pending
disposition of the hearing.

For purposes of this section "public or private agency" shall not include the State Department of Health

Services.

10953. Conduct

A hearing under this chapter shall be conducted by administrative law judges employed by the
department, unless the director orders that it shall be conducted by himself or herself. However, the
director may contract with the Office of Administrative Hearings to conduct hearings.

Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code
shall not apply to any hearing conducted under this chapter.
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10953.5. Administrative law judges; appointment; qualifications

(@) The director has authority to appoint the department's administrative law judges as provided in
Section 10555.

(b) Each administrative law judge shall have been admitted to practice law in this state and shall
possess any other qualifications prescribed by the State Personnel Board. All persons in the
office of the chief referee employed as hearing offices by the department prior to the effective
date of this section shall be deemed to be administrative law judges.

10954. Powers of person conducting

The director or administrative law judge conducting the hearing, shall have all of the powers and
authority conferred upon the head of a department in Article 2 (commencing with Section 11180) of
Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

10955. Impartiality; informality; evidence; appearance; counsel

The hearing shall be conducted in an impartial and informal manner in order to encourage free and
open discussion by participants. All testimony shall be submitted under oath or affirmation. The
person conducting the hearing shall not be bound by rules of procedure or evidence applicable in
judicial proceedings. At the hearing the applicant or recipient may appear in person with counsel of his
own choosing, or in person and without such counsel.

10956. Perpetuation of proceedings

The proceedings at the hearing shall be reported by a phonographic reporter or otherwise perpetuated
by mechanical, electronic, or other means capable of reproduction or transcription.

10957. Continuance; commencement of payments on award of aid

The person conducting the hearing, upon good cause shown, may continue the hearing for a period of
not to exceed 30 days. When the refusal of a county to accept a signed application for aid or services is
an issue, the director may require the county to accept the application, and may continue the case until
the results of the investigation have been reported to him or her. In any such case in which aid is
awarded by the director or his or her designee, the payments shall commence at the time indicated by
the director or his or her designee.
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10958. Administrative law judge; proposed decision

If the hearing is conducted by an administrative law judge, he or she shall prepare a fair, impartial, and
independent proposed decision, in writing and in such format that it may be adopted as the director's
decision and, after approval of the decision by the chief administrative law judge of the department, the
chief administrative law judge shall file a copy of the proposed decision, within 75 days after the
conclusion of the hearing, with the director.

10958.1. Issues addressed at hearing

The issues at the hearing shall be limited to those issues which are reasonably related to the request for
hearing or other issues identified by either party which they have mutually agreed, prior to or at the
hearing, to discuss. All of those issues shall be addressed in the hearing decisions.

10959. Director's powers after receipt of proposed decision; rehearing

Within 30 days after the department has received a copy of the administrative law judge's proposed
decision, the director may adopt the decision in its entirety; decide the matter himself of herself on the
record, including the transcript, with or without taking additional evidence; or order a further hearing
to be conducted by himself or herself, or another administrative law judge on behalf of the director.
Failure of the director to adopt the proposed decision, decide the matter himself or herself on the
record, including the transcript, with or without taking additional evidence or order a further hearing
within the 30 days shall be deemed an affirmation of the proposed decision. If the director decides the
matter, a copy of his or her decision shall be served on the applicant or recipient and on the affected
county, and, if his or her decision differs materially from the proposed decision of the administrative
law judge, a copy of that proposed decision shall also be served on the applicant or recipient and on the
affected county. If a further hearing is ordered, it shall be conducted in the same manner and within
the same time limits specified for the original hearing.

10960. Request for rehearing; time; ruling; conduct

Within 30 days after receiving the proposed decision of an administrative law judge adopted by the
director, a final decision rendered by an administrative law judge or a decision issued by the director
himself or herself, the affected county or applicant or recipient may file a request with the director for a
rehearing. The director shall immediately serve a copy of the request on the other party to the hearing
and such other party may within five days of the service file with the director a written statement
supporting or objecting to the request. The director shall grant or deny the request no earlier than the
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fifth nor later than the 15th working day after the receipt of the request. If the director grants the
request, the rehearing shall be conducted in the same manner and subject to the same time limits as the
original hearing. If action is not taken by the director within the time allowed, the request shall be
deemed denied.

10961. Director’s decision; contents; effect

The decision of the director need not specify the amount of the award to be paid unless the amount of
the award is an issue. If the decision is in favor of the applicant or recipient, the county department
shall pay to the applicant or recipient, without the necessity of establishing his or her present need, the
amount of aid the director finds he or she is entitled to receive pursuant to the director's decision,
payment to commence as of the date the person was first entitled thereto, or grant to him or her the
services in which he or she is entitled.

The award shall be determined no later than 30 days following the date that the hearing decision is
received by the county, or 30 days from the date the additional information needed for compliance with
the decision is provided to the county. After the award is made, the county and the claimant shall be
notified by the department of its determination regarding the county’s compliance with the decision.

10962. Judicial review

The applicant or recipient or the affected county, within one year after receiving notice of the director’s
final decision, may file a petition with the superior court, under the provisions of Section 1094.5 of the
Code of Civil Procedure, praying for a review of the entire proceedings in the matter, upon questions
of law involved in the case. Such review, if granted, shall be the exclusive remedy available to the
applicant or recipient or county for review of the director's decision. The director shall be the sole
respondent in such proceedings. Immediately upon being served the director shall serve a copy of the
petition on the other party entitled to judicial review and such party shall have right to intervene in the
proceedings.

No filing fee shall be required for the filing of a petition pursuant to this section. Any such petition to
the superior court shall be entitled to a preference in setting a date for hearing on the petition. No bond
shall be required in the case of any petition for review, nor in any appeal therefrom. The applicant or
recipient shall be entitled to reasonable attorney"s fees and costs, if he obtains a decision in his favor.

10963. Compliance with decision

The county director shall comply with and execute every decision of the director rendered pursuant to
this chapter.
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10964. Digest of decisions

The department shall compile and distribute to each county department a current digest of decisions,
properly indexed, rendered under this chapter, and each such digest shall be open to public inspection,
subject, however, to the confidentiality requirements set forth in federal and state laws and regulations.

10965. Request on behalf of decedent’s estate

Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the filing of the request for a hearing by the legal representative,
of, if there is no authorized legal representative, by an heir of a deceased applicant or recipient, in
behalf of the decedent’s estate, to the end that rights not determined at the time of death shall accrue to
the estate of the applicant or recipient.

11008.15. Disregarding income of dependent child derived from participation in certain
programs

Notwithstanding Sections 11008.14 and 11267, the department shall exercise the options of
disregarding earned income of a dependent child derived from participation in the Job Training
Partnership Act of 1982 (P.L. 97-300), a dependent child who is a full-time student pursuant to the
Deficit Reduction Act of 1984 (P.L. 97-369), and a dependent child 16 years of age of older who is a
participant in the Independent Living Program pursuant to the Consolidated Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-272), providing the child's Independent Living Program case plan
states that the purpose of the employment is to enable the child to gain knowledge of needed work
skills, work habits, and the responsibilities of maintaining employment.

11155.5.  Ward or dependent child participating in Independent Living Program; retention of
cash savings

(@ Inaddition to the personal property permitted by other provisions of this part, a child declared a
ward or dependent child of the juvenile court, who is age 16 years or older, and who is a
participant in the Independent Living Program pursuant to the Consolidated Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-272) may retain any cash savings, including interest,
accumulated pursuant to the child’s Independent Living Program case plan. The cash savings
shall be the child’s own money and shall be deposited by the child or on behalf of the child in any
bank or savings and loan institution whose deposits are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation or the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation. The cash savings shall be
for the child"s use for purposes directly related to emancipation pursuant to Part 2.7 (commencing
with Section 60) of Division 1 of the Civil Code.
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(b)

The cash savings accumulated and deposited pursuant to this section shall be kept separate from
other types and sources of cash savings. The withdrawal of the savings shall require the written
approval of the child's probation officer or social worker and shall be directly related to the goal
of emancipation.

11400. Definitions

For the purposes of this article, the following definitions shall apply:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

@)

"Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC)" means the aid provided in
behalf of needy children in foster care under the terms of this division.

"Case plan" means a written document which at a minimum specifies the type of home in which
the child shall be placed, the appropriateness of the home for meeting the child's needs, the
agency's plan for ensuring that the child, the family, and foster parents receive services, and the
appropriateness of the services provided to the child, in order to meet the child's needs while in
foster care, and to reunify the child with his or her family, or, when reunification is not possible,
to facilitate an alternate permanent plan.

"Certified family home™ means a family residence certified by a licensed foster family agency and
issued a certificate of approval by that agency as meeting licensing standards, and used only by
that foster family agency for placements.

"Family home™ means the family residency of a licensee in which 24-hour care and supervision
are provided for children.

"Small family home™ means any residential facility, in the licensee's family residence, which
provides 24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who have mental disorders or
developmental or physical disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of
their disabilities.

"Foster care™ means the 24-hour out-of-home care provided to children whose own families are
unable or unwilling to care for them, and who are in need of temporary or long-term substitute
parenting.

"Foster family agency” means any individual or organization engaged in the recruiting,
certifying, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster parents, or in finding
homes or other places for placement of children for temporary or permanent care who require
that level of care as an alternative to a group home. Private foster family agencies shall be
organized and operated on a nonprofit basis.
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(h)

(i)

1)

(k)

(1

(m)

(n)

(0)

"Group home" means a nondetention privately operated residential home, organized and operated
on a non-profit basis only, of any capacity that provides services in a group setting to children in
need of care and supervision, as required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of
the Health and Safety Code.

"Periodic review" means review of a child's status by the juvenile court or by an administrative
review panel, which shall include a determination of the continuing need for placement in foster
care, evaluation of the goals for the placement and the progress toward meeting these goals, and
development of a target date for the child"s return home or establishment of alternative permanent
placement.

"Permanency planning hearing" means a hearing conducted by the juvenile court in which the
child’s future status, including whether the child shall be returned home or another permanent
plan shall be developed, is determined.

"Placement and care" refers to the responsibility for the welfare of a child vested in an agency or
organization by virtue of the agency or organization having (1) been delegated care, custody, and
control of a child by the juvenile court, (2) taken responsibility, pursuant to a relinquishment or
termination of parental rights on a child, (3) taken the responsibility of supervising a child
detained by the juvenile court pursuant to Section 319 or 636, or (4) signed a voluntary placement
agreement for the child’s placement; or to the responsibility designated to an individual by virtue
of his or her being appointed the child's legal guardian.

"Preplacement preventive services" means services which are designed to help children remain
with their families by preventing or eliminating the need for removal.

"Relative” means a person who can be a "caretaker relative” of a dependent child under Section
406 of the Social Security Act.

"Voluntary placement™ means an out-of-home placement of a minor by (1) county welfare
department after the parents or guardians have requested the assistance of the county welfare
department and have signed a voluntary placement agreement; or (2) the county welfare
department licensed public or private adoption agency, or the department acting as an adoption
agency, after the parents have requested the assistance of either the county welfare department,
the licensed public or private adoption agency, or the department acting as an adoption agency for
the purposes of adoption planning, and have signed a voluntary placement agreement.

"Voluntary placement agreement™ means a written agreement between either the county welfare
department, a licensed public or private adoption agency, or the department acting as an adoption
agency, and the parents or guardians of a minor which specifies, at a minimum, the following:
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(1) The legal status of the child.

(2) The rights and obligations of the parents or guardians, the child, and the agency in which
the child is placed.

(p) "Original placement date™ means the most recent date on which the court detained a child and
ordered an agency to be responsible for supervising the child or the date on which an agency

assumed responsibility for a child due to termination of parental rights, relinquishment, or
voluntary placement.

11405. Children living with legal guardian; eligibility for aid; assessment of child parent with
child living in same eligible facility
(@) AFDC-FC shall be paid to an otherwise eligible child living with a nonrelated legal guardian,
provided that the legal guardian cooperates with the county welfare department in all of the
following:
(1) Developing a written assessment of the child*s needs;
(2) Updating the assessment no less frequently than once every six months;

(3) Carrying out the case plan developed by the county.

(b) When AFDC-FC is applied for on behalf of a child living with a nonrelated legal guardian the
county welfare department shall:

(1) Develop a written assessment of the child*s needs;
(2) Update such assessments no less frequently than once every six months;

(3) Develop a case plan that specifies how the problems identified in the assessment are to be
addressed;

(4) Make visits to the child as often as appropriate, but in no event less often than once every
six months.

(c)  Where the child is a parent and has a child living with him or her in the same eligible facility, the

assessment required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) shall include the needs of his or her child.

16500.5  Family reunification and maintenance pilot program; participating counties; AFDC-
FC funds; services; report; return of minor or ward to his or her home; utilization of
federal funds; programs for county geographic areas

(@ (1) The Legislature hereby declares its intent to encourage the continuity of the family unit by:
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(A) Providing services to families to avoid or limit out-of-home placement of children
through a family preservation program serving children who are at imminent risk of
placement and would be eligible for AFDC-FC if they were placed out of their own
homes.
(B) Providing supportive services for those children within the meaning of Sections 361
and 364 when they are returned to the family unit or when a minor will probably
soon be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 301.
© Providing counseling and support designed to eradicate the situation that
necessitated intervention.

(2) The Legislature finds that maintaining abused and neglected children in foster care grows
increasingly costly each year, and that adequate funding for family services which might
enable these children to remain in their homes is not as readily available as funding for
foster care placement.

(3) The Legislature further finds that other state bodies have addressed this problem through
various systems of flexible reimbursement in child welfare programs that provide for more
intensive and appropriate services to prevent foster care placement or significantly reduce
the length of stay in foster care.

(4)  Accordingly, it is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this section to establish a system
of flexible reimbursement in order to evaluate its potential as an efficient, economical, and
effective alternative to out-of-home placement of children.

) @O A (M Any county, subject to the approval of the State Department of Social
Services, may claim, on an annual basis, a portion of the states share, and
to the extent permitted, the federal share, of that county's AFDC-FC
expenditures pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 11450 for children
subject to Sections 300, 301, 361, and 364, in advance, provided the
county conducts a program of family reunification and family maintenance
services for families receiving these services pursuant to Sections 300, 301,
364, and, as permitted by the department, children subject to Sections 601,
602, 726, and 727 of this code, and Section 7572.5 of the Government
Code.

(i) The department or a participating county may terminate a county's
participation in the program upon 30 days" notice if the project is deemed
unsuccessful by either party.
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)

®)

(i)  For each fiscal year, a participating county may claim in advance an
amount not to exceed an actual dollar amount which shall not exceed 25
percent of the projected state's share, and to the extent permitted, the
federal share, of AFDC-FC funds to be expended by that county pursuant
to subdivision (d) of Section 11450 for children subject to Sections 300,
301, 361, and 364.

(iv)  The specific amount of funds to be advanced each year shall be determined
by projecting the state share of AFDC-FC General Fund expenditures, and
to the extent permitted, the federal share of AFDC-FC expenditures for
abused or neglected children supervised and placed by the county welfare
department pursuant to Sections 300, 301, 361, and 364, for each of the
program years based upon state, and to the extent permitted, federal
expenditures for AFDC-FC for the previous five years.

(B) If the county's total AFDC-FC General Fund expenditures and, to the extent
permitted, the federal share of AFDC-FC expenditures, added to the amount
expended from the advance to the county exceeds, by more than 5 percent, the
county’s total projected AFDC-FC General Fund expenditures and, to the extent
permitted, the federal share of AFDC-FC expenditures for that fiscal year, the
county shall fund that portion of the overage in excess of 5 percent on a 100 percent
basis. If the sum of a participating county's total AFDC-FC General Fund
expenditures and, to the extent permitted, the federal share of AFDC-FC
expenditures for their children, added to the amount expended from the advance to
the county, is less than the total projected AFDC-FC General Fund expenditures
and, to the extent permitted, the federal share of AFDC-FC expenditures for their
children for that fiscal year, the county shall receive 25 percent of the amount of
the savings.

A participating county's share of expenditures in excess of the projected total may be
reduced upon approval of the department and the Department of Finance based on
consideration of any unanticipated factors which result in higher than projected AFDC-FC
expenditures.

Services which may be provided under this program may include, but are not limited to,
counseling, mental health treatment and substance abuse treatment services, parenting,
respite, day treatment, transportation, and homemaking. Each county that chooses to
provide mental health treatment and substance abuse treatment shall identify and develop
these services in consultation with county mental health treatment and substance abuse
treatment agencies. Additional services may include those enumerated in Sections 16506
and 16507. The services to be provided pursuant to this section may be determined by each
participating county. Each county may contract with individuals and organizations for
services to be provided pursuant to this
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(4)

®)

(6)

()

section. Each county shall utilize available private nonprofit resources in the county prior
to developing new county-operated resources when these private nonprofit resources are of
at least equal quality and costs as county-operated resources and shall utilize available
county resources of at least equal quality and cost prior to new private nonprofit resources.

Participating counties authorized by this subdivision shall provide specific programs of
direct services based on individual family needs as reflected in the service plans to families
of the following:

(A) Children who are dependent children not taken from physical custody of their
parents or guardians pursuant to Section 364.

(B) Children who are dependent children removed from the physical custody of their
parents or guardian pursuant to Section 364.

© Children who it is determined will probably soon be within the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court pursuant to Section 301.

(D) Upon approval of the department, children who have been adjudged wards of the
court pursuant to Sections 601 and 602.

(E) Upon approval of the department, families of children subject to Sections 726 and
727.

(P Upon approval of the department, children who are determined to require out-of-
home placement pursuant to Section 7572.5 of the Government Code.

The services shall only be provided to families whose children will be placed in out-of-
home care without the provision of services or to be children who can be returned to their
families with the provision of services.

The services selected by any participating county shall be reasonable and meritorious and
shall demonstrate cost effectiveness and success at avoiding out-of-home placement, or
reducing the length of stay in out-of-home placement. A county shall not expend more
funds for services under this subdivision than that amount which would be expended for
placement in out-of-home care.

The program in each county shall be deemed successful if it meets the following standards:

(A) At least 75 percent of the children receiving services remain in their own home for
six months after termination of services.

(B) During the first year after services are terminated:
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(©)

(®)

©)

(10)

@)

(i) At least 60 percent of the children receiving services remain at home one
year after services are terminated.

(i) The average length of stay in out-of-home care of children selected to
receive services who have already been removed from their home and
placed in out-of-home care is 50 percent less than the average length of stay
in out-of-home care of children who do not receive program services.

© Two years after the termination of family preservation services:

(M The average length of out-of-home stay of children selected to receive
services under this section who, at the time of selection, are in out-of-home
care, is 50 percent less than the average length of stay in out-of-home care
for children in out-of-home care who do not receive services pursuant to
this section.

(i) At least 60 percent of the children who were returned home pursuant to this
section remain at home.

Funds used for services provided under this section shall supplement, not supplant, child
welfare services funds available for services pursuant to Sections 16506 and 16507.

Each county participating in the program authorized by this section shall only continue to
utilize the advance fund-claiming mechanism specified in paragraph (1) if the department
finds the county has demonstrated the successful outcome of the county program, based on
the criteria for success specified in paragraph (7).

The department shall submit a report to the Legislature that includes data from each
participating county demonstrating to what extent each has met the criteria specified in this
section. An interim report shall be submitted by the department no later than six months
after the conclusion of the three pilot projects with a final report to be submitted after pilot
project completion. Programs authorized after the original pilot projects shall submit data
to the department upon the department’s request. Subsequent reports to the Legislature on
the programs administered pursuant to this section shall be included with the child welfare
system report to the Legislature.

A county welfare department social worker or probation officer may, pursuant to an
appropriate court order, return a dependent minor or ward of the court removed from the
home pursuant to Section 361 to his or her home, with appropriate interagency family
preservation program services.
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(d)

()

(f)

(2) The county probation department may, with the approval of the State Department of Social
Services, through an interagency agreement with the county welfare department, refer cases
to the county welfare department for the direct provision of services under this subdivision.

State foster care funds shall remain within the administrative authority of the county welfare
department and shall be used only for placement services or placement prevention services or
county welfare department administrative cost related to the interagency family preservation
program.

To the extent permitted by federal law, any federal funds provided for services to families and
children may be utilized for the purposes of this section.

A county may establish family preservation programs that serve one or more geographic areas of
the county, subject to the approval of the State Department of Social Services.

16501. Definitions; provision of child welfare services pursuant to approved service plan and

(a)

regulations; contracts; volunteers

As used in this chapter, "child welfare services" means public social services which are directed
toward the accomplishment of any or all the following purposes: protecting and promoting the
welfare of all children, including handicapped, homeless, dependent, or neglected children;
preventing or remedying, or assisting in the solution of problems which may result in, the
neglect, abuse, exploitation, or delinquency of children; preventing the unnecessary separation of
children from their families by identifying family problems, assisting families in resolving their
problems, and preventing breakup of the family where the prevention of child removal is
desirable and possible; restoring to their families children who have been removed, by the
provision of services to the child and the families; identifying children to be placed in suitable
adoptive homes, in cases where restoration to the biological family is not possible or appropriate;
and assuring adequate care of children away from their homes, in cases where the child cannot be
returned home or cannot be placed for adoption.

"Child welfare services" also means services provided on behalf of children alleged to be the
victims of child abuse, neglect, or exploitation. The child welfare services provided on behalf of
each child represent a continuum of services, including emergency response services, family
preservation services, family maintenance services, family reunification services, and permanent
placement services. The individual child’s case plan is the guiding principle in the provision of
these services. The case plan shall be developed within 30 days of the initial removal of the child
or of the in-person response required under subdivision (f) of Section 16501 if the child has not
been removed from his or her home, or by the date of the jurisdictional hearing pursuant to
Section 356, whichever comes first.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

()

(1) Child welfare services may include, but are not limited to, a range of service-funded
activities, including case management, counseling, emergency shelter care, emergency in-
home caretakers, temporary in-home caretakers, respite care, therapeutic day services,
teaching and demonstrating homemakers, parenting training, substance abuse testing, and
transportation. These service-funded activities shall be available to children and their
families in all phases of the child welfare program in accordance with the child's case plan
and departmental regulations. Funding for services is limited to the amount appropriated in
the annual Budget Act and other available county funds.

(2) Service-funded activities to be provided may be determined by each county, based upon
individual child and family needs as reflected in the service plan.

(3) As used in this chapter, "emergency shelter care™ means emergency shelter provided to
children who have been removed pursuant to Section 300 from their parent or parents or
their guardian or guardians. The department may establish, by regulation, the time periods
for which emergency shelter care shall be funded.

As used in this chapter, "respite care” means temporary care for periods not to exceed 72 hours.
This care may be provided to the child's parents or guardians. This care shall not be limited by
regulation to care over 24 hours. These services shall not be provided for the purpose of routine,
ongoing child care.

The county shall provide child welfare services as needed pursuant to an approved service plan
and in accordance with regulations promulgated, in consultation with the counties, by the
department. Counties may contract for service-funded activities as defined in paragraph (1) of
subdivision (a). Each county shall use available private child welfare resources prior to
developing new county-operated resources when the private child welfare resources are of at least
equal quality and lesser or equal cost as compared with county-operated resources. Counties
shall not contract for needs assessment, client eligibility determination, or any other activity as
specified by regulations of the State Department of Social Services.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to affect duties which are delegated to probation
officers pursuant to Sections 601 and 654.

Any county may utilize volunteer individuals to supplement professional child welfare services by
providing ancillary support services in accordance with regulations adopted by the State
Department of Social Services.
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(f)

9

(h)

(i)

@)

As used in this chapter, emergency response services consist of a response system providing in-
person response, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation,
as required by Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of Chapter 2 of Title 1 of Part 4 of
the Penal Code for the purpose of investigation pursuant to Section 11166 of the Penal Code and
to determine the necessity for providing initial intake services and crisis intervention to maintain
the child safely in his or her own home or to protect the safety of the child. County welfare
departments shall respond to any report of imminent danger to a child immediately and all other
reports within 10 calendar days. An in-person response is not required when the county welfare
department, based upon an evaluation of risk, determines that an in-person response is not
appropriate. This evaluation includes collateral contacts, a review of previous referrals, and
other relevant information, as indicated.

As used in this chapter, family maintenance services are activities designed to provide in-home
protective services to prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation, for the purposes of
preventing separation of children from their families.

As used in this chapter, family reunification services are activities designed to provide time-
limited foster care services to prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation, when the child
cannot safely remain at home, and needs temporary foster care, while services are provided to
reunite the family.

As used in this chapter, permanent placement services are activities designed to provide an
alternate permanent family structure for children who because of abuse, neglect, or exploitation
cannot safely remain at home and who are unlikely to ever return home. These services shall be
provided on behalf of children for whom there has been a judicial determination of a permanent
plan for adoption, legal guardianship, or long-term foster care.

As used in this chapter, family preservation services include those services specified in Section
16500.5 to avoid or limit out-of-home placement of children, and may include those services
specified in that section to place children in the least restrictive environment possible.

16501.1. Case plan; legislative findings and declarations; use for out-of-home placement;

completion; update; sufficiency; development; consideration by court

(@) The Legislature finds and declares that the foundation and central unifying tool in child welfare
services is the case plan.
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(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

The Legislature further finds and declares that a case plan ensures that the child receives
protection and proper case management, and that services are provided to the parents or other
caretakers as appropriate. A case plan shall be based upon the principles of this section and shall
document that a preplacement assessment of the service needs of the child and family, and
preplacement preventive services, have been provided, and that reasonable efforts to prevent out-
of-home placement have been made.

When out-of-home placement is used to attain case plan goals, the decision regarding choice of
placement shall be based upon selection of the least restrictive or most familylike setting,
selection of the environment best suited to meet the child’s special needs and best interests, or
both. The selection shall consider, in order of priority, placement with relatives, tribal members,
and foster family, group care, and residential treatment pursuant to Section 275 of the Civil
Code.

A written case plan shall be completed within 30 days of the initial removal of the child or of the
in-person response required under subdivision (f) of Section 16501 if the child has not been
removed from his or her home, or by the date of the jurisdictional hearing pursuant to Section
356, whichever comes first. The case plan shall be updated, as the service needs of the child and
family dictate. At a minimum, the case plan shall be updated in conjunction with each status
review hearing conducted pursuant to Section 366.21, and the hearing conducted pursuant to
Section 366.25 or 366.26, but no less frequently than once every six months.

The child welfare services case plan shall be comprehensive enough to meet the juvenile court
dependency proceedings requirements pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 300) of
Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 2.

The case plan shall be developed as follows:

(1) The case plan shall be based upon an assessment of the circumstances which required child
welfare services intervention.

(2) The case plan shall identify specific goals, and the appropriateness of the planned services
in meeting those goals.

(3) The case plan shall identify the original allegations of abuse or neglect, as defined in Article
2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of Chapter 2 of Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code,
or the conditions cited as the basis for declaring the child a dependent of the court pursuant
to Section 300, or all of these, and the other precipitating incidents which led to child
welfare services intervention.
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(4)

©)

(6)

()

®)

The case plan shall include a description of the schedule of the social worker contacts with
the child and the family or other caretakers. The frequency of these contacts shall be in
accordance with regulations adopted by the State Department of Social Services.

When out-of-home services are used, the frequency of contact between the natural parents
or legal guardians and the child shall be specified in the case plan. The frequency of those
contacts shall reflect overall case goals, and consider other principles outlined in this
section.

When out-of-home services are used, the case plan shall include a recommendation
regarding the appropriateness of unsupervised visitation between the child and any of the
child's siblings. This recommendation shall include a statement regarding the child’s and
the siblings® willingness to participate in unsupervised visitation. If the case plan includes a
recommendation for unsupervised sibling visitation, the plan shall also note that information
necessary to accomplish this visitation has been provided to the child or to the child's
siblings.

Parents and legal guardians shall have an opportunity to review the case plan, sign it
whenever possible, and then shall receive a copy of the plan. In any voluntary service or
placement agreement, the parents or legal guardians shall be required to review and sign the
case plan. Whenever possible, parents and legal guardians shall participate in the
development of the case plan.

The case plan shall be included in the court report and shall be considered by the court at
the initial hearing and each review hearing. Modifications to the case plan made during the
period between review hearings need not be approved by the court if the casework
supervisor for that case determines that the modifications further the goals of the plan.

(@) If the court finds, after considering the case plan, that unsupervised sibling visitation is
appropriate and has been consented to, the court shall order that the child or the child"s siblings
be provided with information necessary to accomplish this visitation. Nothing in this section shall
be construed to require or prohibit the probation officer's facilitation, transportation, or
supervision of visits between the child and his or her siblings.
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16501.6. Child welfare services case management system; information concerning foster child;

study; report

(@) Itis the intent of the Legislature for the State Department of Social Services to enhance the Child
Welfare Services Case Management System to include information concerning the level of care
required, educational accomplishments, and health history of children placed in foster care. If
appropriate, this enhancement could be made after the system is operational statewide as required
in Section 16501.5.

(b) The department shall conduct a study to examine the most efficient methods of collecting and
maintaining all of the following data for each child in foster care:

(1) The names and addresses of the child’s health and educational providers.

(2) The child's grade level performance.

(3) The child"s school record.

(4) Assurances that the child's placement in foster care takes into account proximity to the
school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement.

(5) A record of the child’s immunizations.

(6) The child's known, medical problems.

(7)  The child's medications.

(8) Any other relevant level of care, health and education information concerning the child as
determined appropriate by the department.

(c) Inconducting its study, the department shall, as required, examine county health passport systems
for possible replication on a statewide basis and consult with other state departments, county
associations, and provider groups.

(d) By February 15, 1992, the department shall submit a report to the appropriate policy and fiscal
committees of the Legislature on the results of its study. The department shall include the
following in its report:

(1) Recommendations for coordinating data collection among local child health and disability
prevention programs, other health care providers, county welfare departments, schools, and
other agencies providing services for foster children.
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(2) Recommendations for the interfacing with any alternative system recommended pursuant to
paragraph (1) with the mental health assessment required by Section 5407, and with other
requirements of law.

(e) The report required by subdivision (d) shall address the feasibility, time frame, and estimated
costs of doing either of the following:
(1) Incorporating the data specified in subdivision (b) in the Child Welfare Services Case
Management System.
(2) Implementing an alternative system which is more appropriate for the collection and
maintenance of the data specified in subdivision (b).
16502. Certification of plan; establishment and operation of child welfare services

The child welfare services authorized by this chapter shall be established in any county or combination
of counties when a plan which includes financing of such services has been certified by the department.
Such certified plan of child welfare services shall then be operated in accordance with standards and
regulations established by the department, subject to all the provisions of this code relating to the
supervision of public social services by the department.

16503. Administrative review; foster care placement

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

Subsequent to completion of the hearing conducted pursuant to Section 366.25 or 366.26, the
agency responsible for placement and care of a minor, as defined in subdivision (e) of Section
11400, shall ensure that a child in foster care shall receive administrative reviews periodically but
no less frequently than once every six months. The administrative review shall determine the
appropriateness of the placement, the continuing appropriateness and extent of compliance with
the case plan, and adequacy of services provided to the child.

The term "administrative review" means a review open to the participation of the parents of a
child in foster care conducted by a panel of appropriate persons at least one of whom is not
responsible for the case management of, or the delivery of services to either the child or the
parents who are the subject of the review.

The department shall develop and implement regulations establishing processes, procedures and
standards for the conduct of administrative reviews that conform to Section 675.6 of Title 42 of
the United States Code.

The requirements of this section shall not be interpreted as requiring duplicate concurrent court
and administrative reviews.
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16504. Initial intake and evaluation of risk services; eligibility; 24-hour response system;
operative date of section

Any child reported to the county welfare department to be endangered by abuse, neglect, or exploitation
shall be eligible for initial intake and evaluation of risk services. Each county welfare department shall
maintain and operate a 24-hour response system. An immediate in-person response shall be made by a
county welfare department social worker in emergency situations in accordance with regulations of the
department. The person making any initial response to a request for child welfare services shall
consider providing appropriate social services to maintain the child safely in his or her own home.
However, an in-person response is not required when the county welfare department, based upon an
evaluation of risk, determines that an in-person response is not appropriate. An evaluation of risk
includes collateral contacts, a review of previous referrals, and other relevant information, as indicated.

This section shall become operative on October 1, 1983, unless a later enacted statute extends or deletes
that date.

16506. Family maintenance services; eligibility

Family maintenance services shall be provided or arranged for by county welfare department staff in
order to maintain the child in his or her own home. These services shall be limited to six months, and
may be extended for one six-month period if it can be shown that the objectives of the service plan can
be achieved within the extended time periods. Family maintenance services shall be available without
regard to income and shall only be provided to any of the following:

(@) Families whose child has been adjudicated a dependent of the court under Section 300, and where
the court has ordered the county welfare department to supervise while the child remains in the
child*s home.

(b) Families whose child is in potential danger of abuse, neglect, or exploitation, who are willing to
accept services and participate in corrective efforts, and where it is safe for the child to remain in
the child’s home only with the provision of services.

(c) Families in which the child is in the care of previously noncustodial parent, under the supervision
of the juvenile court.
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16507. Family reunification services; purpose; duration of services; eligibility; visitation by
grandparents; limitation of services to children in foster care

(@) Family reunification services shall be provided or arranged for by county welfare department
staff in order to reunite the child separated from his or her parent because of abuse, neglect, or
exploitation. These services shall not exceed 12 months except as provided in subdivision (a) of
Section 361.5 and subdivision (c) of Section 366.3. Family reunification services shall be
available without regard to income to families whose child has been adjudicated or is in the
process of being adjudicated a dependent child of the court under the provisions of Section 300.
Family reunification services shall include a plan for visitation of the child by his or her
grandparents, where the visitation is in the best interests of the child and will serve to maintain
and strengthen the family relationships of the child.

(b)  Family reunification services shall only be provided when a child has been placed in out-of-home
care, or is in the care of a previously noncustodial parent under the supervision of the juvenile
court.

(c) When a minor has been placed in foster care with a nonparent, family reunification services may
be provided to one or both parents.

16507.2. Retention of family unity through child welfare services; priority

Prior to entering into a voluntary placement agreement with a parent or guardian, the social worker
shall make every attempt to keep the family together by offering appropriate child welfare services
except in the case of a voluntary placement pending relinquishment as provided for in subdivision (c) of
Section 16507.4.

16507.3. Limitation of duration of child welfare services; initial placement of seriously
emotionally disturbed child

(@) Beginning on October 1, 1982, child welfare services for children placed voluntarily after
January 1, 1982, shall be limited to a period not to exceed six months. Subject to the availability
of federal funding, voluntary placement services for federally eligible children may be extended
for an additional six months, for a total period not to exceed 12 months for either of the
following:

(1) Families who have a custodial parent or guardian in residential substance abuse treatment
who is demonstrating progress that indicates the problems warranting the initial placement
are likely to be resolved within the extended time period.
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(b)

()

(d)

(2) Families whose minor child is seriously emotionally disturbed, who requires placement in a
residential treatment facility, who otherwise would be likely to be found to fit the
description in subdivision (c) of Section 300, and who reasonably may be expected to be
returned home within the extended time period.

Whenever a seriously emotionally disturbed child as described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a)
is initially voluntarily placed, the initial placement shall be made pursuant to the approval of an
interagency administrative review board as described in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of
Section 16507.6.

The extension of voluntary placement services for an additional six months shall be subject to the
approval of an administrative review board pursuant to paragraphs (4) and (5) of subdivision (a)
of Section 16507.6. The extension of voluntary placement services is contingent upon the receipt
of federal funding. Any administrative and foster care costs that exceed the amount of federal
reimbursement shall be paid solely with county funds.

An otherwise eligible child placed voluntarily prior to January 1, 1982, may remain eligible for
child welfare services without regard to the length of time in placement until April 1, 1984.
Beginning on October 1, 1982, such a child shall receive administrative review pursuant to the
requirements of Section 16503.

16507.6. Voluntary out-of-home placement; procedure after six months

(a)

If a minor has been voluntarily placed with the county welfare department subsequent to
January 1, 1982, for out-of-home placement by his or her parents or guardians pursuant to this
chapter and the minor has remained out of their physical custody for six consecutive months, the
department shall do one of the following:

(1) Return the minor to the physical custody of his or her parents or guardians.
(2) Refer the minor to a licensed adoption agency for consideration of adoptive planning and
receipt of a permanent relinquishment of care and custody rights from the parents pursuant

to Section 222.10 of the Civil Code.

(3) Apply for a petition pursuant to Section 332 and file the petition with the juvenile court to
have the minor declared a dependent child of the court under Section 300.
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(4) Refer the minor placed pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 16507.3 to
an interagency administrative review board as may be required in federal regulations. One
member of the board shall be a licensed mental health practitioner. The review board shall
review the appropriateness and continued necessity of six additional months of voluntary
placement, the extent of the compliance with the voluntary placement plan, and the
adequacy of services to the family and child. If the minor cannot be returned home by the
12th month of voluntary placement services, the department shall proceed pursuant to
paragraph (2) or (3).

(5) Refer the minor placed pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 16507.3 to
an administrative review board as may be required in federal regulations and as described
in subdivision (b) of Section 16503. If the minor cannot be returned home by the 12th
month of voluntary placement services, the department shall proceed as described in
paragraph (1) or (2).

(b)  For those children placed voluntarily prior to January 1, 1981, the six-month consecutive time
period for provision of child welfare services shall commence October 1, 1982.

16507.7. Family maintenance and family reunification programs; parenting Ccourses;
requirements

Each agency or entity, except for a community college, which offers a parenting course as part of a
family maintenance or family reunification effort for a parent or parents of a child who has been
adjudicated or is in the process of being adjudicated a dependent child of the court under Section 300,
or whose family is participating in a voluntary family maintenance program, shall meet all of the
requirements specified in this section. Effective July 1, 1992, organizations which receive state funding
for the purpose of providing parenting courses shall meet those requirements as a condition of receiving
state funding. The requirements are as follows:

(@) Each parenting course shall be no more than six months in duration, and shall meet for a
specified number of hours determined by each program as sufficient for the program to meet all
of the requirements listed in subdivision (b).

(b)  The curriculum shall include all of the following components:

(1) Building self-esteem, including, but not limited to, parents® building a positive parental
identity and building the self-esteem of their children.

(2) Handling stress and anger.
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(3) The growth and development of children, including, but not limited to, safety, nutrition,
and health.

(4) Developing and increasing communication skills in order that a parent may learn to listen to
and speak with his or her child or children.

(5) Learning to use positive disciplinary mechanisms as alternatives to the physical punishment
of a child, including, but not limited to, learning what constitutes abuse and neglect.

(6) Learning the boundaries of permissible sexual conduct by adults with regard to children.

(7) Respect for, and sensitivity to, cultural differences in child rearing practices in addressing
all of the topics listed in paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive.

(c) Each parenting course is encouraged to have a maximum parent to teacher ratio of 15 parents for
each teacher.

(d) Each parenting course is encouraged to conduct an initial assessment and interview of each parent
enrolled in the course.

(e) Each parenting course shall give a preliminary examination prior to the start of the parenting
course and an examination at the conclusion of the parenting course to measure changes in
parental attitudes.

()  Each parenting course shall enter into a written agreement with each parent with respect to the
responsibilities a parent must satisfy in order to pass the course.

(@) The staff of each parenting course shall have training in the following areas:

(1) The prevention of child abuse and neglect.
(2) Parenting techniques.

(h) Each parenting course shall provide all of the following information to the county welfare
department of the county in which the course is taught, for clients referred through child welfare
services programs:

(1) Level of participation by parents.

(2)  Number of course hours completed.

(3) Topics covered during attendance in class by a parent and topics covered during a parent’s
absence from class.

(4) Assessment of a parent's gain in his or her knowledge about parenting as demonstrated by
tests prior to and after the parenting course.
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16508. Permanent placement services; eligibility

Permanent placement services shall be provided or arranged for by county welfare department staff for
children who cannot safely live with their parents and are not likely to return to their own homes.
Permanent placement services shall be available without regard to income to the following children:

(@ Children judged dependent under Section 300 where a review has determined that reunification,
adoption, or guardianship is inappropriate.

(b) Recipients of public assistance under nonfederally funded Aid to Families with Dependent
Children programs who are wards of a legal guardian where a review has determined that
reunification or adoption is inappropriate.

16514. Voluntarily placed or dependent children; placement with habitual truants or criminal
law violators; responsibility for child

(@ A minor who has been voluntarily placed, adjudged a dependent child of the juvenile court
pursuant to Section 300, or as to whom a petition has been filed under Section 325, may be
housed in an emergency shelter or, pursuant to the procedures for placement set forth in this
code, placed in a foster family home, or with a foster family agency for subsequent placement in
a suitable licensed foster family home or certified family home, with minors adjudged wards of
the juvenile court pursuant to Section 601.

(b) A minor who has been wluntarily placed, adjudged a dependent child of the juvenile court
pursuant to Section 300, or adjudged a ward of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 601, shall
not be housed in an emergency shelter with any minor adjudged a ward of the juvenile court
pursuant to Section 602.

(c) A minor who has been voluntarily placed, adjudged a dependent child of the juvenile court
pursuant to Section 300, or as to whom a petition has been filed under Section 325, shall not be
placed or detained in a group home or licensed foster family home or with a foster family agency
to be subsequently placed in a certified family home with any minor adjudged a ward of the
juvenile court pursuant to Section 601 or 602, unless the social worker or probation officer has
determined that the group home or licensed foster family home or foster family agency has a
program that meets the specific needs of the minor being placed or detained, and there is a
commonality of needs with the other minors in the group home or licensed foster family home or
certified family home.
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(d) Nothing in this section shall transfer or eliminate the responsibility of the placing agency for the
care, custody, or control of the child. Nothing in this section shall relieve a foster family agency

of its responsibilities for or on behalf of a child placed with it.

For purposes of this section, the placing of children by foster family agencies shall be referred to
as "'subsequent placement™ to distinguish the activity from the placing by public agencies.
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