STATE OF CALIFORNIA-—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, California 95814

PETE WILSON, Governor

March 1998
rch 5, 199 Reason For This Transmitta

[ ] State Law Change

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 98 -14 [X] Federal Law or Regulation
Change
[ ] Court Order or Settlement
TO: ALL-COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS Agreement

[ ] Clarification Requested by
one or More Counties
[ ] Intiated by CDSS

SUBJECT: IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (IHSS): ALIEN PROVISIONS OF THE

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND WORK OPPORTUNITY RECONCILIATION
ACT OF 1996 (HR 3734)

RFEFERENCE: ACL 96-52, ACL 96-68, ACL 97-34, ACIN [-47-95

This letter is to provide County Welfare Departments with the codes and definitions to
identify the alien status or citizenship of IHSS recipients on the Case Management, Information and
Payrolling System (CMIPS). Counties may use the attached list of codes to begin the identification
of the new cases that are being flagged according to ACL 96-52 and the ongoing cases that were
identified on the Listing of Alien Statuses distributed to counties in October 1996. Also, all other
cases will require alien status or citizenship identification during annual reassessment. Counties are
advised that additional alien status verification resources are already available within the counties.
The resources are the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) Systematic Alien Verification of
Eligibility (SAVE) system and an automated interface with the Social Security Administration
(SSA) through the Income Eligibility Verification System (IEVS). In addition, ACIN I-47-95
contains an alien reference guide developed by Santa Clara County which was distributed to assist in
determining alien status, or citizenship.

The alphanumeric codes shown on the attached list identify the categories of aliens based on
HR 3734 (Public Law 104-193) requirements and information obtained from the INS, the §SI
program and comparable California welfare programs. Also included on the list are the various
citizenship categories. The codes should meet both the current identification requirements and future
needs to identify the citizenship or alien statuses of IHSS recipients. The codes are to be used in the
two character Citizenship Field F3 on the SOC 293 Assessment document and the CMIPS Recipient
Eligibility A (RELA) screen. In addition to the codes for aliens and citizens, the Primary Diagnosis
Field F2, which was reserved for later use, has been reassigned and increased in size to six characters




for the entry of a numeric month and year date (MM/YYYY) to record a date of status/entry from
INS documents. The date entry will be used to provide a method to meet time tracking needs
including an alien’s conditional time-limited Supplemental Security Income (SSI) eligibility, the
time-limited deeming of a sponsor’s income applied toward the IHSS share of cost for SSI sponsored
aliens, and the time an alien has been in the United States. Currently, the alien status codes F,
Refugee; H, Asylee; I, Alien with Deportation Withheld; U, Cuban/Haitian Entrants; and V,
Amerasians, conditionally have a 7 year time limit on eligibility for federal benefits that begins from
the INS status/entry date. The aliens with conditional time-limited eligibility will use the alpha code
alone for an alien with continuous eligibility and the alpha code with a numeric 7 for an alien with
time-limited eligibility. The alien status of Lawful Permanent Resident without 40 quarters of work,
code C, would be the most likely to have the deeming of the sponsor’s income applied.

Effective Wednesday, April 1, 1998, implementation of a check on the Primary Diagnosis
Field F2 and the Citizenship Field F3 in the Add and Change modes will begin. During the initial
phase, which is anticipated to last approximately 8 months, the F2 and F3 fields will be optional
entries. This initial phase will provide counties with the opportunity to enter codes on a flow basis.
After the initial phase, the F3 field will become a required entry and the F2 field will be left blank or
changed to zeros for citizens to indicate continuous eligibility or have a MM/YYY'Y date entry for
alien statuses to meet the time tracking needs. Automated reports using the F2 field will alert
counties of the expiration of time-limited eligibility due to alien status, or of the expiration of
deeming of the sponsor’s income toward the IHSS share of cost and possible eligibility for the
Personal Care Services Program (PCSP). The SOC 293 TAD and the RELA screen will display the
alien/citizen alphanumeric code in Citizenship Field F3. The Primary Diagnosis Field F2 will be
blank or zeros for citizens or a MM/YYYY date for aliens. On the RELA screen only, the heading
for the I2 field will be changed to read INS DATE. An Electronic Bulletin Board (EBB) notice will
be released in conjunction with this ACL to provide more detailed information.

Please call Craig Tanaka at (916) at 229-4017 regarding your CMIPS implementation
questions, or you may call Martha Eszlinger at (916) 229-4599, or Sharen Scott at (916) 229-4567
regarding your policy questions.

Sincerely,

DONNA L. MANDELSTAM

Deputy Director
Disability and Adult Programs Division

Attachment
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