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FOOD STAMP BEQUIREMEMIIS ON INDIAN RESERVM'IONS: PUBLIC LAW' 103-225. 

REFERENCES: ACL 93-45 1 DA.TED JUNE 25, 1993 

'l'he purpose of this letter is ( 1) to notify County Welfare Depa.:rb:Ients
( CWDs) that they 1lll1st infonn all Indian Tribal Organizations ( I'IOs) of their 
option to request staggere::i issuance, and ( 2) to remind CWDs of the prohibition
against n:onthly repoiting and retrospective budgeting for Focd Stanp households
residing on Illdi.an reservations. 

Section 102 of the Focd St.amp Program Inproveirents kt of 1994 mandates 
the staggered issuance of benefits (coupons or authorization d�s) for 
eligible households lccated on Indian reservations for at least 15 days up:m 
the request of the I'IO that exercises goverrnrental jurisdiction over the 
rese1vation, If benefits are issued on or after the 20th day of the issuance
rronth, validity pericds must be e}.tended for a perio:i of at least 20 days or 
until the end. of the next issuance uonth, as specified in Fo:xi Stamp Mamlal 
Section (M.S.) 63-602.312. P.L. 103-225 was effective upon enaci::rrent (March
25 t 1994) • 

In order to c.'ClITply with this requirement, CWD.s must infoDn the rros of
this option as soon as possible, but no later then Cctober 31, 1994. In 
addition 1 the CWDs must inplement staggered issuance upon the I'IOs request as 
soon as administratively feasible, but no later than 90 days after the request
is receivecL 

Section 101 of P.L. 103-225 upholds the provision that exempts households
residing on Indian reservations from nnnthly reporting and retrospective 
budgeting . The California Departnent of Social Services inplenented this
provision in M.S. 63-505.215 effective January 31, 1994. 

In addition, rancherias nay qualify for these provisions if the CWD can
sha111 that: 

l} the rancheria has distinct geographical boundaries 1 and

2) the rancheria is governed by an rro of an established reservation 
which enjoys legal recognition fi:u:n the Federal or State gove:rmrent
and is set aside for the use of Indians. 

If you have any questions regattling tltls letter, please contact the 
Policy Itnplem:ntation Unit of the Foa:1 Stanp Program Bureau v916) 654-1896.
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