STATE OF CAUFORNIA-HEAITH AND WELFARE' AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
7411P Street, Sacramento, CA95R14

Novel:'her 13, 1087

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICENO.I-103-87

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: AB 108/and AB 238.1

This letter is to provide County Welfare Departments (CWDs) with information
concerning Assembly Bills 1087 and 23811 and how they impact the Food Stamp
Program.

AB 1087

Assembly Bill 1087 (Chapter 1103, Statutes of 1987), which became effecti.ve on
October 1, 1987, prohibits charging sales tax on food stamp purchases. This
State legislation wasenacted tocomply with the 1985 Federal lawthat
prohibits a State fromparticipating in the Food Stamp Programafter
October 1, 1987if it charges sales taxonpeirchases made with food stamps.
Although most food stamp purchases were already exempted from California's
sales tax, afewi.tems (e.qg. carbonated beverages and food coloring) were
taxed. InOrder toensure Cali.fornia'scontinued parti.cipation in the Food
Stamp Program the State's sales tax law was changed to comply with the Federal
requirement.

California's food retailers and wholesalers have been notifi.ed of this law
change by both the State Board of Equalization and Food and Nutrition Service.
No CWfl act:i.0n is necessary in respect to this law.

AB 238

Assembly Bill 2384 (Chapter 1293, Statutes of 1987), which becomes operative
on,July 1, 1988, changes the Food Stamp Program's expedited service
requirements. Themajor changes thatdirectly impact CWDs areas follows:

o Each applicant must be orally informed of the availability of expedited
services and upon request be provided assistance in filli.ng out forms
(application etc.) and completing the application process.

o Expedi.ted service benefits must he provided by the third day following
thedate theapplicationwas filed. Aweekendwill be counted as one
day.

o) Expedited service verlficati.on requirements will be 1i.mited to identity.



0 The antici.pated recci.pt of any i.nc me (includinp; nublic assistance
<'rants) will bO counted only to the extent required by Federal law in the
determination of eligibility and benefit level for expedited service.
Thi.s issue is being researched wi.th Fond and Nutrition Service to
determine specifi.callv when anti.Ci.pated income should be counted.

0 Each CWD shall compile and dl.stribute a list of emergency food providers
in the area served by the local offi.ce. The list shall be updated, based
on information from the food provl.ders. Thi.s list shall be made
avai.lable uoon request, and, where needed may be used to refer
i.ndi.viduals tO emergency food sites that may be able to provide
assi.stance.

0 Nonpromotlonal information provided by local legal. services and welfare
rights organizations shall be made available to applicants upon request.

0 Expedited service data will be collected from CWDs on: (1) the number of
applications and their di.sposi. tion; (2) food stamp overi.ssuances and
underissuances relevant to thi.s law change; and (3) the number of cases
closed after the issllance of the first. month of expedited servi.ce
benefits for fa:LJ.ure to complete the applicati.on orocess.

The Department has al.ready i.nitiated acti.vities necessary for i.mplementation
of AB 2'<2,4 provisions. State regulations resulting from these changes wi.11 be
processed on an emergency basi.s with a July 1, 1988 effecti.ve date. More
detciUed i.nformation on the regulation changes wi.11 be sent early next year.

If you hsve any questi.ons, [)lease contact Tonya Comage at (916) 324-6847.

RUBERT A. "HOREL
Deputy Director

cc: CWDA





