
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
May 10, 2013 
 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I-23-13 
 
 
 
TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

ALL WELFARE TO WORK COORDINATORS 
ALL CALWORKS PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
ALL CAL-LEARN COORDINATORS 
ALL COUNTY REFUGEE COORDINATORS 
ALL TRIBAL TANF ADMINISTRATORS 
 

 
SUBJECT: “REACH FOR YOUR DREAMS WITH CAL-LEARN” BROCHURE       

(PUB 367) REVISED  
 
 
The purpose of this notice is to inform County Welfare Departments (CWDs) that the 
Pub 367 brochure entitled “Reach For Your Dreams with Cal-Learn” has been revised 
and is once again available on the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) 
forms website.  This publication was withdrawn during the temporary suspension of the 
Cal-Learn program in Fiscal Year 2011/12.   
 
The brochure provides general information about Cal-Learn including the goals of the 
program, participation requirements, qualifications, program components, and other 
services that may be available to help pregnant and parenting teens graduate from high 
school, become independent and form healthy families.  It has been revised to update 
the layout and images.  The information contained in the publication remains essentially 
the same as the former version.  A copy is attached. 
 
CAMERA READY COPIES AND TRANSLATIONS 
 
For camera-ready copies in English, contact the Forms Management Unit at 
fmudss@dss.ca.gov.  If your office has internet access you may obtain these forms 
from the CDSS webpage at 
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/FormsandPu_271.htm.  
 
When all translations are completed per Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) 
Section 21-115.2, including Spanish forms, they are posted on an on-going basis on the  
 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 
s

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[ x ]Initiated by CDSS 
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CDSS webpage.  Copies of the translated forms can be obtained at 
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/FormsandPu_274.htm.  
 
For questions on translated materials, please contact Language Services at (916) 651-
8876.  Until translations are available, recipients who have elected to receive materials 
in languages other than English should be sent the English version of the form or notice 
along with the GEN 1365-Notice of Language Services and a local contact number.   
 
CWDs shall ensure that effective bilingual services are provided.  This requirement may 
be met through utilization of paid interpreters, qualified bilingual employees, and 
qualified employees of other agencies or community resources.  These services shall 
be provided free of charge to the applicant or recipient.  In the event that CDSS does 
not provide translations of a form, it is the responsibility of CWDs to provide the 
translation if an applicant or recipient requests it.  More information regarding 
translations can be found in MPP Section 21-115. 
 
This ACIN and other CDSS Letters and Notices are available on the internet at: 
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/lettersnotices/default.htm  

 
PRINTED COPIES 
 
Printed copies of the brochure in English and Spanish will be available for order from 
the CDSS warehouse in June, 2013.  Information on how to order publications is 
available on the CDSS webpage at: http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/PG98.htm.  
 
If you have any questions about the publication, please contact the Employment and 
Eligibility Branch at (916) 657-2128. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed By: 
 
KÄREN DICKERSON, CHIEF 
Employment and Eligibility Branch 
 
Attachment 
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Additional Services

All persons in the photographs are models 
and used for illustrative purposes only.

A statewide program to help pregnant and 
parenting teens who are receiving 

CalWORKs/TANF complete high school, 
become independent and form healthy families.

Reach For Your 
Dreams with 

You may be able to get other services to support 
yourself and your family while you work on your 
Cal-Learn goals. Additional services may include:

WIC
The Women, Infants and Children program, 
better known as WIC, is a supplemental food 
and nutrition program that may provide you with 
nutrition education, healthy foods and 
breast-feeding advice.

CalFresh
Through this program you may get assistance to 
purchase food for your family.

Medi-Cal
Through Medi-Cal you may receive prenatal 
health care and a check-up after your baby 
is born. You may also be eligible for general 
health care. Your baby may also receive medical 
services such as immunizations and well-baby 
care.

Family Planning 
Services
Once your baby is born, 
you will want to consider 
your birth control 
options. No-cost and 
low-cost family planning 
services are available to 
help you do just that. 
Your doctor can advise  

you as to which birth control method is best for 
you. It’s important to note that women can get 
pregnant again while breast-feeding their baby.

For more information about 
Cal-Learn, contact:

Other support services may also be 
available. Talk to your case manager for 
more information and assistance.

Cal-Learn 



Cal-Learn is a statewide program for pregnant 
and parenting teens, both moms and dads, who 
receive CalWORKs/TANF. It is not a school. The 
goal of Cal-Learn is to help teens graduate from 
high school, become independent and form 
healthy families. 

Do I have to participate?
If you are a pregnant or parenting teen receiving 
CalWORKs/TANF, you must participate in 
Cal-Learn. Some teens can become exempt 
from the program or delay participating under 
special circumstances. 

To qualify for Cal-Learn you must:
•  live in the same household as your child
•  be under 19 years of age 
•  not yet have a high school diploma or GED
•  not be in foster care

What is Cal-Learn? 

Case Management  for Your Success

Getting Your Diploma
Once in Cal-Learn you will get a case manager who will help you develop a plan to finish high school or 
earn a GED. If you are not currently attending school, your case manager will assist you in getting back into 
school or find the right school to meet your needs. The program includes:

Transportation expenses
You may be able to get help paying for 
transportation to get to and from school. 

Support services
Your case manager may provide you with referrals 
to other agencies dealing with a variety of concerns 
you may face including:

• legal issues	 • domestic violence
• health issues	 • housing

Assessment to determine what services and support you need so you can 
meet your educational goals.

Develop a plan so you can receive the services you need and get into school. 

Take action to put you on the road to reaching your goals. 

Tracking to ensure you are making progress toward your diploma or GED and 
meeting other goals.

Periodic plan review to identify what works and what doesn’t.

Your case manager will help you with more than just school.  A wide range of support services may be 
available to help you meet the challenges you face as a teen parent such as: 

Child care expenses
The Cal-Learn program may help pay for child 
care while you attend school. If you are working 
and going to school, you may also qualify for 
child care while you are at work.

School expenses
The GED test, books and lab fees are some of the 
things that the Cal-Learn program may help you 
buy for school.

 Cal-Learn rewards good school performance and penalizes poor school performance.

Do well and earn a bonus: 
Receive good grades and turn in your report 
card each time it’s issued = $100 added to 
your family’s grant for each report card period. 
Graduate from high school = $500 to you. 

Do poorly and earn a sanction: 
Receive below a D average or fail to turn in your 
report card each time it’s issued = $100 taken 
away from your family’s grant for each report 
card period.

Earn a Cash Bonus or a Sanction

For more information and details about 
your participation in Cal-Learn talk to 
your county Cal-Learn program staff.


